
even better this year. We got only half the expected improve-
ment. Despite a change in final drive ratio from 3.91 to 3.73: 1,
the Liftback was as quick in the quarter mile (if you wish to
pick nits it was 0.1 sec slower but 2 mph faster) and took 0.4
sec less to accelerate from 0-60 mph. However, we noticed
some surging between 30 and 45 mph, especially in 2nd and
3rd gears, and after a hot start the driver had to be very gentle
and smooth with applications of throttle or the engine would
set up a pulsation that sent the Liftback down the street in
a series of jerky and embarrassing leaps. We attribute this
uncharacteristic behavior to a maladjusted carburetor because
during skid pad testing and on long sweeping freeway ramps
the engine stumbled and stuttered badly when the car was
cornering to the right. We have never before encountered this
problem with a Celica, although a recurring Celica fault-a
whining differential-reared its howling head once again. Just
one lap on the 200-ft diameter skid pad was enough to starve
the differential gears of lubricant, too easy a feat with a car
of the Celica's sporty pretentions.
We can't criticize the Liftback's brakes, however, and this

is one area where Celicas continue to improve. The 14-in.
diameter wheels allowed Toyota to increase the diameter of
the front discs 1 in.; not only are stopping distances shorter
than last year, but the Liftback's overall performance resulted
in the first excellent rating we have ever given a Toyota.
Perhaps the most marked improvements compared to last

year come in the areas oLride and handling. The longer wheel-
base and larger-diameter steel-belted radials result in a sub-
stantial reduction in road harshness and pitching. The ride is
softer but better controlled, and the Liftback isn't affected
nearly as much by dips and culverts as previous Celicas. Even
the staff member who owns a 1973 ST equipped with Semperit
M401 radials and Bilstein shocks had to grudginglyadmi t the
1976 Celica rides better than his car. Handling is also noticeably
better, the Liftback being the first Celica to generate more than

0.7g on the skidpad and improving on the 1975 GT's slalom
speed by 1.7 mph. The handling is more neutral and there's
less body roll, thanks not only to the wider track but again
to the longer wheelbase which results in a three percent reduc-
tion in front weight bias. The steering is a bit heavy at parking
speeds, but there's a much appreciated decrease in free play
on center this year. One thing that hasn't changed is the ten-
dency for the front end to become light at speed. If you drive
fast we suggest you install a front spoiler.
Without a doubt the Liftback is the best Celica ever. There's

more standard equipment than before, and the hatchback makes
the car a more efficient carrier of people .and things. The
handling, ride and performance are improved, but you still get
outstanding fuel economy (24 mpg in our usual test) plus the
quality craftsmanship for which all Toyotas are noted. It's no
wonder the Celica not only accounts for 20 percent of all Toyota
sales in this country but is the best selling imported compact
sporty car in the U.S. ~
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